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There  is  an  old  saw  to  the  effect  that  you  get  what  you  pay  for. 
In  this  timely  article  H.  H.  Finnell  applies  the  ada^e  to  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  orogram. . 

VmT'S  TilE  JOB  VfOflTH? 

By  K.  H.  Finnell 

•  Conservator,  Region  Six 

The  value  of  soil  conservation  practices  as  a  permanent  safeguard 
of  natural  resources  of  the  Nation,  as  v;ell  as  imj'nediate  returns  to 
the  individual,  must  be  considered  in  figuring  costs  of  planning 
and  technical  assist-ance. 

A  conservation  program  designed  to  put  15  cents  worth  of  effort  on 
an  acre  is  a  total  loss  if  the  purpose  is  not  accomplished,  -whereas 
a  complete  coordinated  conservation  programi  Ydtli  ''0,00  worth  of  ef- 
fort to  the  acre  is  highly  profitable  in  comparison,  if  it  returns 
a  value  of  |3«00  or  more. 

At  the  same  tiiTie  the  fertility  of  the  land,  its  ability  to  respond 
to  husbandry,  represents  a  value  far  greater  than  any  sale  price 
i^iich  may  have  been  attached  because  the  maintenance  of  this  fer- 
tility represents  the  maintenance  ci  opoortunity  to  individuals  and 
of  production  capacity  to  the  Nation. 

Even  under  exploitive  r-ethods  of  ODcraticn,  miost  land  yields  its 
value  many  tim.es  over  during  the  process  of  destruction.  Returns 
Yj"hich  the  owTior  derives  frc^n  destructive  exploitation  Fiay  represent 
a  return  of  his  investm.ent,  but  to  his  successors  they  represent 
nothing.    The  irreparable  losses  are  the  losses  m.ost  important  to 
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society  and  to  national  econouiy,  because  they  aggregate  lar  nior 
tlian  the  losses  to  any  present  landowner  during  his  lif  etLr.e , 

Individual  experiences,   shovvdng  not  only  equivalent  returns  ^n  con- 
servation practices,  but  also  high  profits,  are  multiplied  hun- 
dreds .        ■  .  ^ 

Even  rass  statistics,  including  results  of  all  Soil  ConSv.^rvation 
Service  efforts,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  show  accomplishments 
on  the  land  in  five  years'  tirae  eo^ual  to  fron  five  to  27  times  as 
much  as  that  brought  about  by  all  combined  previous  efforts-  on  the 
same  land  from  25  to  35  years  before  conception  of  the  Service 
program. 

Combined  efforts  on  4,335  farms  in  Region  Six  during  the  25  to  35 
years  prior  to  conception  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  program, 
had  resulted  in  adapted  crop  rotations  on  111,000  acres  including 
5,000  acres  of  strip  cropping  and  12,000  acres  of  terracing. 

Five  years  of  intensive  effort  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  on 
these  saiTie  farm^s  since  that  time  has  increased  adapted  crop  rota- 
tion five  times  to  579,000  acres,  strip  cropping  25  tim.es  to  257,000 
acres,  and  terracing  27  times  to  329,000  acres.    For  the  first  tim.e 
in  the  agricultural  history  of  this  area,  inferior  and  erosion- 
damaged  lands  are  being  retired  from,  cultivation  to  a  planned  use 
for  hay,  pasture,  orchards  or  vineyards,  woodland,  or  vri Idlife  pur- 
poses consistent  with  existing  capabilities  instead  of  being  com- 
pletely exhausted  and  abandoned  as  a  total  loss.    In  other  vTOrds, 
soil  conservation  under  intensive  Soil  Conservation  Service  metliods 
is  being  accom-plished  from  25  to  135  times  as  fast  as  under  previous 
m.ethods . 

Skill  developed  from  experience  c.nd  improved  facilities  offer  op- 
portunities for  increasing  the  effectiveness  of  the  program.  None 
of  these  should  be  overlooked,^  but  the  Service  has  nothing  to  gain, 
and  the  land  and  Nation  can  gain  nothing  by  cheapening  the  vrork  of 
the  Service,   or  by  spreading  it ■ so  thin  that  it  falls  short  of  in- 
tensive application  of  com.plete  programs  to  the  land.    Soil  Conser- 
vation Service  ^rcrk  has  been  effective  partly  because  it  has  been 
concentrated. 


DR.  BENNETT  POINTS  OUT  THAT  EROSION 

CCKTROI  IS  A  CClvj'^UNIT^:  FRCBIEM 

"It  is  particularly  significant  at  this  tim.e  —  vrhen  much  of  the 
Yforld  is  at  wax  destroying  priceless  resources  —  that  America 
should  strengthen  the  conservation  movem.ent,"  said  H.  H.  Bennett 
in  an  address  delivered  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  on  Jan.  2oth,  during 
New  Jersey  Agricultural  Week.  .> 
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We  have  plenty  of  land  and  .plenty  of  resources,   continued  the 
Chief,  yet  our  basic  resource,   the  soil,  is  daily  beint^'  wasted  and 
damaged,    '.w'e  no  longer  have  enour^h  really  i^ood  soil. 

"Surveys  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  show  that  more  than  50 
million  acres  of  cropland  alone  iiave  been  ruined  for  any  iirmieaiate 
practical  cultivation,"  said  Dr.  Eennett.    "Another  50  million 
acres  are  bordering  on  the  satre  condition  . .  .  About  60  pei'cent  of 
our  present  cultivated  land  is  either  subject  to  continued  erosion 
or  is  of  such  poor  quality  as  not  to  return  'a  satisfactory  incomie 
at  present  price  levels." 

Dr.  Bennett  pointed  out  tliat  erosion  in  the  State  of  IIsyi  Jersey  is 
not  the  spectacular  kind  to  be  seen  in  the  Piedmont  region  of  the 
South  or  in  the  Great  Plains.    But,  he  warned,  erosion  is  present 
in  a  more  insidious  form  —  m-odei^ate  sheet  and  g^ally  erosion  and 
slight  wind  erosion.    On  more  than  28,000  acres  in  the  State,  he 
said,  soil  has  been  essentially  destroyed  by  sheet  and  gully 
erosion. 

In  discussing  the  need  for  thorough  erosion  control  work  on  the 
farms  of  tbie  country,  the  Chief  said:    "It  is  Lmpossible  for  the 
Federal  Government,  or  any  .other  public  agency,  to  do  the  job 
alone.    It  is  impossible  to  expand . the  demonstration  areas  to  cover 
the  T'hole  country.    The  soil  conservation  district  may  prov^ide  the 
solution." 

In  conclusion  Dr.  Bennett  pointed  out  that  the  erosion  oroblem  is  a 
people's  T:>rcblem,  not  another  goverrariont"  responsibility ,  "j/rosion 
is  a  force  Yfhich  can  be  controlled,  to  the  material  ben:;iit  of  all," 
he  said.    "In  our  dcmionstration  areas  particularly  and  on  t^'^ousands 
of  farms  outside  those  areas  we  have  proved  that  beyond  a  doubt. 
It  is  the  comji'Unity  duty  of  all  of  us  to  see  that  erosion  IS 
controlled." 

SCS  REPORT  SAYS  HALF  OF  MTION'S 
■    ';■  LAND  DAI  AGED  BY  EROSION 

Despite  goverrimcntal  conservation  efforts,  erosion  is  costing 
American  farme-rs  at  l-.ast  "-400,000,000  a  year  in  soil  depletion 
alone,  H.  H.  Bennett  pointed  out  in  his  annual  report  to  S:-crjtary 
Wallace.    The  Chief  estimates  tliat  half  of  the  land  in  the  nation 
has  been  dam.aged  by  erosion, 

"Across  the  farm,  and  range  lands  of  the  country,"  Dr,  Bennett  said, 
"som.e  282,000,000  acres  either  have  been  ruined  or  severely  damaged 
by  soil  erosion*    On  an  additional  775,000,000  acr>.,s,   the  process 
of  erosion  is  actively  under  v^ay." 
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EXPSRimiTS  ON  EROSION  COlv!TROL  BY  CROP  ■ 
RESIDUES  ATTRACT  ATTENTION 

At  the  November  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Agronomy,  held 
at  New  Orleans,  La.,  three  papers  dealing  vfith  results  of  experi- 
m^ents  on  soil  and  mioisture  conservation  by  crop  residue  retention 
attractec.  considerable  interest,.  The  experiments  were  under  the 
supervision  of  F.  L^-Duley,  research  project  manager  at  Lincoln, 
Nebr . 

The  papers  presented  vrere; 

1.  Relation  of  vegetation  and  plant  residues  to  soil  mois- 
ture conservation  -  by  ?,  Lt  Duley  and  J,  C.  Russel. 

2.  Surface  factors  aifectin;^  the  rate  of  intake  of  water  by 
soils  —  by  F,  L.  I>jlcy. 

3*    The  effect  of  surface  cover  on  soil  moisture  losses  by 
evaporation  —  by  J.  C,  Russel. 

The  interest  in  the  experiments  on  soil  and,  moisture  conservation 
was  not  confined  to  the  Great  Plains,  Y;here  the  work  is  being  done. 
Men  located  in  more  humid  sections  of  the  country  were  interested 
in  certain  phases  of  the  program.,  particularly,  those  dealing  "i-'dth 
the  intake  of  vrater  and  the  possibility  of  using  crop  residues  for 
erosion  control. 

The  resuits  of  the  experim.ents  have  attracted  the  attention  of  a. 
m:miber  of  farm  m.achinery  manufacturers  interested  in  building 
machines  for  cultivating  land  without  burying  the  residues  that 
have  been  left  on  the  surface.  . 

LOUIS  BR017IELD  TO  BROi^DCi.ST  ON  EROSION 

Louis  Bromi'ield,  well-knovm  v/riter,  discusred  sell  erosion  in 
Ohio  on  the  "Fortunes  Washed  Awa;/"  pro -ram.  over  '.JJY  on  February  3, 


I'fr.  Brom.field  ovms  a  farm  in  Ohio  and  is  a  coooerator  Y.dth  the 
Service,  .  . 


BENNETT  AND  HOLT  TO  SSRVIi:  ON  AMERICAN 
SCIENTIFIC' C^"^GRECS 


The  Eighth 'American  Scientific  Congress  vdll  be  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  May  10-18,  1940,    H.  H,  Bennett,  Chief,  nas  been  appointed 
chairm.an  of  the  Coirmittee  on  Agriculture  and  Conservation;  Ernest 
G,  Holt,  chief  of  the  biology  division  y.111  serve  as  committee 
secretary. 
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Other  members  of  the  Committee  are  M,  A.  McCall  of  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry;  J.  L.  Colom,  chief  of  the  division  of  'agricultural 
cooperation  of  the  Pan  American  Union;  I.  T.  Haig  of  the  Forest 
Service;  and  Knowles  A«  Ryerson,  assistant  dean  of  the  college  of 
agriculture J  University  of  California, 

Dr»  Bennett  is  also  -a  member  of  the  Organizing  Committee  vrhich  is 
collaborating  with  the  Department  of  State  in  formulating  plans  for 
the  Congress. 

The  American  Scientific  Congr<?ss  will  be  on€  of  the  important  phases 
of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  celebration  of  the  Pan  American  Union. 

Dating  from  the  first  Latin  American  Scientific  Congress,  held  at 
Buenos  Aires  in  1898,  and  undergoing  change  of  nam.e  twice,  the  Con- 
gress serves  as  a  mediujji  for  the  exchange  of  scientific  information 
of  particular  interest  and  importance  to  the  governments  and  peo- 
ples of  the  Americas • 

Yif.  C.  LCP/»T)ERMLK  LSCTUR2S  ON  CONSERVATION 

C.  LoY'dermllk,  assistant  tjhief,  irill  deliver  a  series  of  lectures 
in  Region  2  during  the  first  two  weks  6t  Februar;^^.    He  will  discuss 
the  findings  of  his  r^cmt  s;tudy  of  ©ros.ion  in  various  parts  of 
Europe,  north  Africa,  and  the  Near -East. 

The  Region  2  trip  has  been  arranged  by  T.  S.  Buie,  regional  conser- 
vator, and  v^ill  include  I'assissippi,  Alabama,  Georgia^  North  Caro- 
lina, and  South  Carolina.    The  first  lecture  7:as  delivered  at 
Biloxi,  Miss.,  on  February  1» 

Dr.  Lowdermilk  will  ddscuss  erosion  and  conservation  in  the  United 
States  against  the  background  of  his  observations  abroad.    He  be- 
lieves that  United  States  conservationists  can  profit  by  the  mis- 
takes and  achievements  of  the  Old  World  agriculturists.' 

In  Dr.  Lowdermilk ' s  words:    "Never  before  have  we  taken  thought  and 
taken  appropriate  action  to  organize  as  a  nation-wide  undertaking 
the  conservation  of  our  iriost  precious  asset.    What  we  are  doing  in 
the  way  of  conservation  is  as  important  a  discovery  in  the  progress 
of  civilization  and  in  the  progress  of  agriculture  as  was  the  dis- 
covery of  fire  by  our  primitive  forefathers." 

Dr.  Lowdermilk  has  already  lectured  in  the  USDA  auditorium  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  at  Spartanburg,  S«  C,  at  Bridgeport,  Conn._, 
and  at  Yale  University. 
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SPEEaiES  BY  THE  CHIEF 

Dr,  Bennett's  schedule  of  addresses  for  the  next  month  is  tenta- 
tively as  follows: 

Feb.  7.      Southern  Agricultural  Association  Ifeeting, 
Birmingham^  Ala.    "Proper  Land  Use  and  a 
Balanced  At^riculture" 

Feb.  15.    Broadcast  on  Farm  n.nc  Home  Hour,  Land  Use 

Series.    '•Som.e  Outstsnding  Examples  of  Sue- 
cessful  Erosion  Control" 

Feb.  15.  Association  of  American  State  Gecloi^ists 
Meeting,  Ylashin:;ton,  U.  C.  "Relation  of 
Geological  Surv-v  to  SCS" 

Soil  Conservation  Service  recently  sustained,  a  triple  loss  in  the 
deaths  of  Guy  Fletcher,  State  Cooidinator  for  Louisiana;  Robert 
Fechner,  head  of  CCC;  and  ?.  A.  Sllcox  of  the  Forest  Service^  All 
were  enthusiastic  conservationisus . 

After  graduating  from  L.S.U.  agr^". cultural  college  in  1934, 

¥x,  Fletcher  was  county  agent  in  Louisiana  for  about  12  years. 

He  cam.e  to  the  Service  in  1935  and  served  as  agronomist  at  Fort 

Yforth,  Tex.,  and  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  before  being  appointed  State 

Coordinator  "for  Louisiar^a.     lihr ,  Fletcher  was  recognized  as  one  of 

the  outstanding  agricultural  leaders  in  Louisiana,  and  always 

sought  to  further  agriculture  and  conservation  in  every  way  oossible. 

CCNSERVATION  PUNS  TO  BE  EXTENDED 
TO  RJBLIC  LGMIN 

For  some  time  past  F.  G.  Rennei>,  chief  of  the  range  conseri^'ation 
division,  has  been  working  mth  officials  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, USDI,  in  an  effort  to  develop  a  policy  acceptable  bo  both 
agencies  whereby  soil-ari.d-water  conservation  plans  may  be  extended 
to  public  dom.ain  areas  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Land 
Office.  ; 

Chiefs  of  the  tvro  Bureaus  have  just  signed  a  riiemorandwQ  of  under- 
standing as  a  preface  to  developing  a  joint  program  for  irnroving 
range  condj.tions,  erosion  control,  and  a  reduction  in  flood  and 
s  e  dime  nta ti  o  n  da^;.  .age. 
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This  program  be  of  particular  iriportance  in  the  Most  where 

there  are  still  a  considerable  mjunber  of  areas  of  public  domain 
not  incraded  in  grazing  districts  and  still  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  General  Land  Office. 

It  is  expected  that  the  project  'AQ.11  be  financed  partly  by  funds 
made  available  by  the  G.  L»  0.  and  augmented  by  contributions  from 
the  individual  lessees  of  these  lands. 

ELK  CREEK  AND  DUCK  CREEK  PROJECTS  IN  TEXAS 

citld  by  chief  as  outstanding  EJLXLPLES 

Oy  CONSERVATION 

"In  this  countr^^  we  now  have  ill  abundance  what  nations  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  are  fighting  for,  but  we  must  also  fight  to 
protect  our  land/'  declared  H.  K.  Bennett  at  the  Texas  Agricultural 
Workers'  Association  meeting  at  Dallas  on  January  12. 

Uncontrolled  ;vind  and  water,  carelessness  and  ill-advised,  anti- 
quated farming  practices  were  listed  by  the  Chief  as  the  foes 
against  whom  the  fight  jmist  fc^  wg,ge4. 

"The  watershed  of  Elm  Creek,  near  Temple,  boasts  the  largest  solid 
block  of  conservation- treated  farJ^^s  in  the  country,"  said  Dr. 
Bennett.    "Working  with  technicia^is  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Ser- 
vice, farmiers  in  that' watershed  have  established  erosion  control 
measures  that  are  holding  soil  and  rainfall  on  165  adjoining  fanms, 
covering  about  30,000  acres." 

Declaring  that  conservation  should  have  been  started. a  century  ago, 
Dr.  Bennett  said  that  m.ore  than  half  of  the  nation's  land  had  been 
ruined  or  damaged  by  erosion. 

As  president  of  the  Texas  Agricultural  Association,  Louis  P.  Merrill, 
conservator  for  Region  A,  opened  the  two- day  session  ^wiiich  was  de- 
signed, he  said,  to  coordinate  agencies  working  for  agricultural 
betterment. 

"SOIL  CONSERVATION"  ITEMS 

The  wildlife  issue  of  Soil  Conservation  —  March    1939  —  is  listed 
among  ten  selected  references  for  elementary,  secondary,  and  col- 
legiate schools  in  a  report  on  "Conservation  Education  in  the 
Schools"  appearing  in  Nature  Magazine  for  Novem.ber  1939. 

Required  reading  for  students  majoring  in  midlife  management  at 
the  University  of  Missouri  includes  the  midlife  issue  of  Soil 
Conservation. 
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An  abstract  of  H.  H.  Eennebt's  article  on  "Cooperative  Farm 
Forestry  —  Another  Avenue  to  Better  Land  Use"  publishcH  in  the 
December  issue  of  Soil  Conservation  will  appear  in  the  January- 
Fetrur.r/  iscue  of  Conservation  Digest  publish c<i  by  the  /unsrican 
Forestry  Association. 

The  article  on  "Farm  Drainageviays  and  Outlets"  by  C.  L.  HaiTiilton 
of  the  engineering  division- publish ed  in  Soil  Conservabion  for 
Jiinuary  1939  was  reprinted  in  the  September  1939  issue  of  7' he 
Tropical  Asric^uLturist,  The  A_rricul bural  Jo'jrnal  of  Ceylon . 

Outdoor  AiTierica  has  obtai  ned  permission  to  reprint  in  a  forthcoming 
issue  L.  E.  Koorhead's  article  on  "Willov/  Mats  Halt  Streambank  Ero- 
sion" published  in  U'le  November  1939  issu.e  of  Soil  Conservation. 

The  Pan  American  Union  reproduced  an  the  cover  o;''  the  Pcrtugiiese 
edition  of  Its  Pulletin  for  November  1939  ?-nd  on  the  Spanish  edi- 
tion's cover  for  Decf^mber  ^he  cactus  illustra"*:icn  on  the  cover  ol 
Soil  Conservation  for  September  1939,  •••iving  credit  to  Adrian  Clem 
tlie  artist  who  designed  the  iTJ.ustrT.bion . 

REGIONAL  RIGTOGRAHISRS  >E5TIr^a 

The -regional  phctogrr.phers  cf  the  Service  met  in  Washington,  D. 
January  15-lS  to  discuss  phctographic  Droblemr.  and  devise  a  uniform 
procer^ui-e  for  handling,  Ser'^n.ce  photographs. 

George  A.  Barnes,  chief  cf  the  division  cf  information,  emphasized 
the  need  for  fewer  pictures  and  better  quail  by  photographs •  SC3 
photographs,  he  said,  should  not  only  record  technical  an:l  physical 
progress  but  interpret  the  conservation  program  of  bhe  Department 
as  it  re].Btes  to  the  land  and  the  people  who  use  thu  "Land.  The 
value  of  initiative  in  photog.;raphic  work  and  sugHCsbions  for  the 
proper  use  of  pictures  were  presented  to  the  mxCeting  by  Gordon 
Ziirimerm-an  of  the  division  of  information  and  P-oy  Stryker  and  Edi^in 
Rosskam  of  the  FSA. 

A  new  and  more  economical  classification  of  pictures  and  c2.arD  f ica- 
tion  cf  the  photographic  '  program,  includin'r.,  photographers'  responsi- 
bilities, were  among  the  major  acccmiplishments •    The  meeting  closed 
with  an  inspection  of  various  laboratories  and.  picture  iiles  in 
Washington, 

Photographers  atbendi.ng  the  m.eeting  vv^ere:    George  Lov/ary  of  Region 
1,  Orin  S.  Y;elch  of  Region  2,  George  Pace  of  Region  3,  Orville  K. 
Blake  of  Region  5,  Belle  C.    ci.ean  of  '.Region  6,  Richard  'iu  Hufna^le 
of  Region  7,  B.  Brixner  of  Region  S,  Dale  Swartz  of  Region  9,  and 
Rod  Radford  of  Region  10. 
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AD^qNISTRATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  WASHINGTON 
AND  REGIONAL  OFFICES 

The  Yvashington  administrative  staff  has  had  for  some  time  as  one 
of  its  objectives  a  general  administrative  analysis  of  both  the 
Yfashington  and  regional  offices,  v:ith  a  view  to  determining  some 
of  the  aojninistrative  problems  in  the  Service  ivhich  warrant  immed- 
iate ccnsideration,  according  to  F.  J.  Hopkins,  assistant  chief  in 
charge  of  administration. 

Several  ccmnittees,  recently  authorized  by  the  Chief,  are  now  en- 
ga^^'ed  in  ir.aking  a  general  analysis  of  regional  office  problem.s  as  a 
basis  for  reporting  prob3-£His  of  immediate  jjiiportance  and  recommend- 
ing steps  for  their  solution* 

These  surveys  are  not  in  any  way  an  inspection  of  any  regional 
office,  Ir.  Hopkins  said.    They  are  an  attempt  on  the  part  of 
Washington  officials  to  get  much-needed  help  from,  the  regions  in 
the  way  of  advice  and  suggestions  as  to  how  to  approach  som.e  of 
the  problemiS, 

Problems  which  will  cone  up  for  consideration  7:ill  be  questions  of 
organization,  travel,  communications,  and  miatters  of  procedure 
which,  though  of  minor  importance  in  themselves,  may  indicate  a 
need  for  clarification  of  aduiini strati ve  lines  between  T:he  regional 
and  Washington  offices* 

Mr*  Hopkins  believes  that  the  surveys  will  help  develop  a  process 
for  analysis  of  administrative  problemis  —  an  analysis  vhich  should 
be  a  continuing  function  throughout  the  Service. 

CONSERVATION  DISTRICTS 

¥cTe  than  a  million  farm^s  are  na^r  included  in  soil  conservation 
districts  organized  diiring  the  past  two  years  by  larmiers,  J.  i^hil 
Cam.pbell,  Assistant  Chief,  reports.    An  additional  400,000  farm.s 
are  included  in  districts  n(j:i  in  process  of  organization. 

On  the  basis  of  year-end  reports,  217  districts  covering  nearly 
120  md-llion  acres  have  been  form.ed  in  26  states.  More  than  100 
additional  districts  are  in  various  stages  of  formation. 

"The  phenom.enal  grov;d:h  of  soil  conservation  districts  is  evidence 
that  farmers  and  ranchers  of  the  United  States  are  beginning  to 
recognize  and  act  upon  the  acute  need  for  soil  and  I'jater  conser- 
vation," Dr.  Bennett  declared.    "Y/ithin  a  few  years,  soil  conser- 
vation district  lav/s  have  been  enacted  in  36  States,  and  farmers 
are  seizing  the  opportunity  this  legislation  gives  them  to  do  somiO- 
thing  about  stopping  the  ruinous  -v-aste  of  soil  Y/liich  is  now  going 
on  faster  than  miost  of  us  realize." 
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SOUTHERN  AGF.I CITTURE  ASSCCIATION  TESTING 

The  anrrjal  ne£tin~  cf  the  Associs.~ion  of  Southern  Agric-olt vir^.l 
¥crkers  v.dll  b  2  h^ld  at  RirFdneharii,  Ala.,  February  ^-9 »  H.  H, 
Benrstt,  Chief,  Yd.ll  spea.k  on  "Proper  Land  Use  as  Heiattd  to  a 
Balanced  AgriciiD.t-iore E.  A,  .^^crton,  chief  of  th'-  division  of 
physiccl  surveys  mil  adcj^ess  tho  soil  conservation  section  on 
"Lo.nd  Use  Capabilities,  Adaption  and  Use." 

BOARD  C?  SUPEHVISCH5  "V;LL1  ?L"-.A5ZL" 


The  folloTdng-  letter  of  apr>reciaticn  from  the  Chairnian  of  the  Beard 
cf  Super'/isors  cf  the  Arkansas- Verdigris  Soil  Co.-servabion  District 
in  Oklahoma  vras  received  by  H,  H.  Eerxett  ji:st  before  Nctj  Yea?-: 


Broken  ArrcTf,  Oklahom 
Pec ember  23,  1939 

Dr.  H.  K.  Bennett,  Chief 

Soil  Conservation  Service, 

United  States  D9parbTr,ent  of  Agriculture 

Yfashington,  D.  G. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  air  e^'clcsi^g  la'"^d  "jse  oaoa^i"" it"''^  chsrts  ^nd.  Tn9Tz>s 
that  have  been  vrorkec  ort  bv  the  district  techniciaiis'. 
These  have  been  used  as  a  basis  of  planrdn?,  in  this  dis- 
trict for  the  past  thirteen  months.    The  Beard  of  3u.r>3r- 
visors  and  our  Cocpcrators  are  in  he^.rty  accord  vdth  such 
proced-'jre  and  feel  that  their  use  has  enabled  oiir  techrd- 
cians  to  do  an  outslanddng  piece  cf  v.ork, 

YTe  are  --.Yell  pleased  Yd.th  the  progress  of  distr:- ct 
v/crk.    V"e  feel  that  the  si^^ning  cf  tv.'o  hundred  cooperative 
agreements  totaling  ir-ore  than  30,000  acres  is  a  fine  r^iece 
of  Yrork.    HoYrever,  it  is  the  vrcnderful  cooperation  being 
given  by  the  farmers  and  the  speed  of  execution  on  the  part 
of  the  fanners  that  makes  the  '.vork  outstanding  in  this  dis- 
trict.   Y,-e  feel  sure  that  recognition  of  proper  land  use  in 
planning  has  been  a  gr.^at  incentive  to  proper  compliance. 

We  are  looking  forvrard  and  making  plans  for  a  .^,reat 
year  in  1940. 

Yo-jrs  vei'ir  tr'Jly, 

/s/  P.  S.  Hurd 
Chairman, 

Board  of  Supervisors 
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PAPID  PROGRESS  RSPORTED  ?0R 
CPAS  ORCHJiED  PROJECT 

Qi'dng  to  excellent  weather  conditions  last  fall,  the  T.-ork  to  be 
completed  on  the  Crab  Orchard  Land  Utilization  project  is  being 
carried  out  ahead  of  schedule,  according  to  recent  reports  frora 
R.  H,  Musser,  regional  conservator  for  the  Upper  Fississippi 
region. 

The  project,  Yfhich  is  located  in  Williaiuson  County,  111.,  was 
initiated  by  the  Resettleiriejit  Administration  in  1936,  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  in  the  fall  of  1938  vdth 
the  reorganization  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  •    Up  to  the 
beginning  of  the  present  fiscal  year  the  major  item  of  work  on 
the  project  consisted  of  construction  of  the  large  earth  dam  which, 
i'.hen  closed,  would  impound  a  lake  of  about  8,000  surface  acres. 

As  of  July  1,  1939,  the  Yrork  to  be  done  before  the  lake  could  be 
filled  consisted  of  the  construction  of  five  main  roads  across  or 
around  the  lake  bed,  clearing  of  timber  and  brush  from  the  lake 
site,  and  the  removal  of  five  cejE.eteries* 

Reports  from  Fr.  J,^usser  indicate  that  construction  of  roads  has 
progressed  to  the  point  vffeere  they  no  longer  delay  the  closing  of 
the  dam,  and  that  the  re5G?2*voir  clearing  t?ork  \7ill  be  finished 
about  Febraary  26.    The  removal  of  the  cemeteries  is  not  being 
considered  by  the  District  'federal  Court  and  a  decision  is  ex- 
pected soon. 

In  order  to  m-ake  the  area  adjacent  to  the  lake  usable  for  recre- 
ational purposes,  a  State  YlVk  project  has  been  established, 
sponsored  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  to  provide  day-use 
recreational  facilities,  including  a  bath-house,  bathing  beach, 
water  and  waste  systems,  boat  landings,  and  picnic  areas.  The 
program  of  developm.ental  work  ncn  under  way  is  scheduled  for  com.- 
pletion  by  June  30,  1940. 

■  POLITICAL  ACTIVITY 

A  recent  circular  letter  from  Roy  F,  Hendrickson,  director  of  per- 
sonnel cf  the  Departm.ent,  says  tliat  informiation  concerning  politi- 
cal activity  and  including  interpretations  of  the  Hatch  Act  will 
shortly  be  ready  for  distribution. 

"Meantim^e,  hOY.'ever,"  continues  Fr,  Rendrickson,  "inquiries  have 
been  forwarded  concerning  the  propriety  of  the  participation  of  em- 
ployees in  some  types  of  political  gatherings,  including  Jackson 
Day  dinners,  Lincoln  Day  dinners,  c.nd  similar  events.    There  is 
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nothing  in  the  law  v.-hich  prohibits  an  enplcyee  from  attendinc.;  sr.ch 
dinners  or  making  contributions  to  the  campaign  fund  of  anj  politi 
cal  dirjier  or  gathering.    The  Act  of  Aiig^ast  2,  1939j  ho^rever,  pro- 
hibits all  eniplo^/ees  of  the  Goverrjnent  generally  from  takin.i:  any 
active  part  in  political  manageiTient  or  in  political  campaigns,  in- 
cluding the  solicitation  of  political  contributions.    In  adJ^iticn, 
there  are  specific  provisions  of  the  Criminal  Code  vrhich  prohibit 
any  employee  from  soliciting  or  being  directly  or  iniiirectly  con- 
cerned vrith  the  solicitation  of  political  contributions  from  any 
other  employee,  and  vr.ich  prohiibit  any  person,  7;hether  employed  by 
the  Goverpjnent  or  not,  from  soliciting  political  contributions  in 
a  Federal  building.    Soliciting  the  p'Ji'chase  of  tickets  or  irvita- 
tions  to  a  political  dinner  or  gathering  is  regarded  as  a  solicita 
tion  of  political  contributions. 

"To  simi  up,  therefore,  employees  of  the  Department  are  permitted  t 
p-ake  voluntar2-'  contributions  to  d  political  campaign  fund  or  volun 
tarily  to  purchase  tickets  or  invitations  to  political  dinners  sjid 
functions,  but  they  must  not  solicit  or  receive  siich  contributions 
or  sell  sijch  tickets  . or  invitations,  and  in  no  case -shall  "such 
solicitations  (that  is,  even  by  persons  not  employ^^r'd  by  the  Govern 
ment)  take  place  in  a  F^^deral  b^\ilding." 

SOS  ¥}i^  HOrJCHSD 

¥.  C.  Lowdermilk,  assistant  to  the  chief,  has  been  appointed  coun- 
sellor of  . the  Near  East  Foundation  cf  New  ^Tork  City  and  has  also 
been  appointed  a  member  of  the  editorial- rtaii  cf  the  Amiales 
AgTonomiques  cf  France. 

Arthur  C.  Mclntyre,  chief  of  ROe^ion  1  division  of  forestry,  •vas 
elected  to  the  Council  of  the  -Society  cf  ijnerican  For^-sters  at 
their  1939  national  election. 

FRDJTEFS^  INK 

In  'discussing  the  soil  conservation  program,  on  the  Grookea  Creek 
Project,  Pa.,  David  H.  Walter,  project  super^vrLs.or  for  the  econom-ic 
research  division  vath  headquarters  at  State  College,  Pa.,  states 
that  "farmers  ■'/.'ho  b^a.ve  folloY'.^ed  th'^  soil  conf:er\'"3tion  program  made 
a  greater  increase  in  labor  incomes  over  the  4--ye3.r  period  (1934- 
193!^)  than  the  non-cooperators.." 

¥{r*  Walter's  article,  entitled  "Soil  Conservation,"  appears  in 
Pennsylvania  Farmi  Economics  for  b'ovemibcr,  1939. 

The  net  increase  in  labor  income. in  f.;ivcr  of  Soil  Conservation 
Service  cooperators,  after  deducting  the  Agri  crltuj^al  Conservation 
Program  pa^m.ents  and  a  fair  char[:e  for  rraterials  f^>.irnished  by  the 
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Government^  was:  large  dairy  farms,  ^228 j  small  dairy  fanr.s,  ','^07; 
poultry  farmis,  |'7$;  and  general  farms,  $11  • 

"Of  much  greater  im.portance, "  v/rites  Mr,  Walter,  "is  the  fact  that 
the  farm,  has  been  placed  on  a  more  permanent  productive  basis  by  a 
land  use  plan  that  mil  reduce  soil  losses." 

Because  of  the  mdespread  interest  in  economic  material,  I-.jr'.  Walter's 
article  is  reproduced  here,  in  its  entirety, 

SOIL  CONSERVATION 

Farmers  today  are  reading  and  hearing  m.uch  about  soil  conservation 
and  the  value  of  soil  saving  methods  of  farming.    There  is  little 
doubt  that  if  soil  is  worth  anything  at  all  it  is  iv-orth  saving. 
One  question  a  fai'm.er  must  decide  is  vdiether  he  can  carry  out  his 
farming  operations  mider  a  soil  conser^/ing  system  and  m.aintain  a 
satisfactory^  incomie  as  compared  to  his  old  system.. 

In  the  Crooked  Creek  v^atershed  in  Indiana  and  Armstrong  counties, 
the  Soil  Conservation  Service  has  coooerated  mth  m-any  of  the  . 
farmers  in  carrying  out  a  program  on  their  farms.    These  plans  were 
made  in  1935  and  in  the  earl.y  part  of  1936.    In  conjunction  with 
the  program  detailed  studies  were  made  of  farm  incom.es  for  both 
cooperators  and  ncn-cooperators  in  1934  and  in  193^. 

These  studies  inciicate  that  the  farirers  who  have  followed  the  soil 
conservation  program.  m.ade  a  greater  increase  in  laoor  incomies  over 
the  4-year  period  than  the  non-cooperators,  see  table.    The  net 
increase  in  labor  incom.e  in  favor' of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
cooperators,  after  deducting  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program 
paymients  and  a  fair  charge  for  materials  furnished  by  the  Govern- 
ment, was:    large  dairy  farm.s,   ■■;-22S;  small  dairy  farmis,   '.',107 j 
poultry  farms,  1^)73;  and  general  farrns,  '.•ll. 

Very  little,  if  any,  of  this  increase  in  income  can  be  attributed 
to  saving  the  soil  over  such  a  short  period  of  time,  but  primarily 
to  the  change  in  land  use  and  farm.  m.anagem.ent  practices  on  these 
farms.    This  indicates  that  these  farmers  can  operate  under  the 
recomir.ended  soil  conserving  system,  without  a  reduction  of  income. 
Of  much  greater  importcance  is  the  fact  that  the  farm,  has  been 
placed  on  a  more  permianent  productive  basis  by  a  land  use  plan  that 
will  reduce  soil  losses. 


-David  H.  Yifalter. 
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Labor  incomes  on  1C2  farms  in  1934  and  1933,  by  type  of  farm  and  by 
codperation  nlth  Soil  Conservation  Service,  Crooked  Creek  Project, 
Pa. 


Small  Dairy    Large  Dairy    Poultry  General 
Non-  Non-  Fon-  Non- 

SCS-;^  SCS^?-       SCS  SCS^^       SCS  SCS      SCS^^  SCS^^ 


N-jjiiber  of  farms 


.1  17 


10 


13  20 


Labor  income  in  193 B 
without  SCS  ACP  -)'-)^ 
contributions 


-141-227    +278      +310    -..44-67    -227  +21 


LabCr  income  1934 


•250    -229    +  87     +347    <120  -68    -303  -44 


Change  in  labor  income 
from  "1934  to  1938  +109 


2  +191 


37    +  76  + 


+  76  +65 


Net  increase  for . 
SCS  Goooerators 


+107 


J.  o  ^ 


Soil  Conservation  Service 
Agricultural'  Conservation  Proyram 


+  75 


In  an  article  entitled  "The  Eleventh  Commandiii-.int, "  in  the  January 
issue  of  Ai'^erican  Forests,  W.  C.  Lov/dermilk  suggests  that  if  Foses 
had  foreseen  the  wastages  of  land  and  natural  resources  tliat  have 
taken  place  since  his  timu,  he  ;iiig.ht  have  ?;ritten  an  3lev.;nbh  com- 
mandment.   Such  a  coirmandm.ent,  Dr.  Lowder:nil]:  boH.ieves,  might  have 
read  somewhat  as  folloiYs: 


"XI.    Thou  Shalt  inherit  the  holy  earth  ..if.  .a  faithful 
steward,  conserving  its  r'?sources  and  productivity  from, 
generation  to  generation.    Thou  saalt  saf i.^g^^ard  thy 
fields  from  soil  erosion,  thj'  Ij.ving  waters  fromi  ;irying 
up,  thy  forests  from  rjesolation,  and  protect  thy  ha.lls 
from,  overgrazing  by  thy  herds,  so  i-hat  thy  destu-ndents 
may  have  abundance  fore-er.    If  any  shall  fail  in  this 
stewardship  of  the  land  thy  fruitful  fields  shall  become 
sterile  stony  ground  and  wasting  gullic  s,  and  thy  de- 
scendento  shall  decrease  and  live  in  pev.jrty  or  be 
destroyed  from  off  the  fare  cf  the  earth." 


An  o,rticle  on  "Erosion:  A  Heritage  from  the  Past"  by  Lois  Olson, 
head  of  the  erosion  history  section  'was  publish..d  in  Agricultural 
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History  for  October    1939 •    Miss  Olson  traces  the  history  of  agri- 
culture,  irLth  its  subsequont  erosion,  from  the  Tigris-Euphrates 
Valley  "before  the  da.wi  of  recorded  history"  through  the  Neai'  East, 
North  Africa,  and  Europe  to  present  day  United  States. 

Mmeo graphed  copies  of  this  article  will,  shortly  be  available  for 
distribution. 


An  article  entitled  "The  HA25ard  of  Bailing  Permanent  Grazing  Capacity 
on  Bromus  Tectorvm, "  by  George  Stev/art  of  the  Forest  Service  and 
A.  E,  Young,  SCS  assistant  range  examiner  at  ¥alad  City,  Idaho,  was 
published  in  the  December    1939,  issue  of  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Society  of  Agronomy • 

The  econoiToc  hazard  involved  when  the  perennial  grazing  capacity  is 
based  on  the  fall-annual  do^rny  chess  grass,  locally  known  as  cheat- 
grass,  consists  of  two  el^?m.€Jnts,   (1)  the  irdde  variations  in  forage 
production  from  one  year  to  another,  and  (2)  the  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  there  will  occur  Bxr/  profluctioH  g3?eat  enough  in  volume  to 
serve  as  a  basis  for  livestock  gracing • 

The  discussion  is  brok&m.  'Jtswri  miHtei^  haa^iings  on  the  ecological 
history,  distribution  ai^.  &mr\Cmlc  lirtportance,  range  survey  of  Gem 
County,  Idaho,  data  obtained  by  re-cx^amination,  perennials  vs.  an- 
n^ials  for  forage,  and  data  from.  Boise  National  Forest. 


"Dispersion  of  l£'-teritic  Soils  and  thv-  Effect  of  Organic  Matter 
on  MecJaanical  Analysis"  by  0.  W.  Beale  of  the  division  of  re- 
search at  Clom.son,  S«  C#,  was  published  in  Soil  Science  for 
December    1939.  ,  ' 


In  an  article  entitled  "Promising  New  Cash  Crop  for  Hill  Lands," 
appearing  in  the  January  issue  of  Progressive  Farmer,  Ozell  A* 
Atkins  discusses  the  merits  of  the  dryland  blueberry  (vaccinium 
vacillans)  as  an  erosion-resistant  hillside  crop.    Mr,  Atkins  is 
supervisor  of  the  hill culture  research  project  at  Auburn,  Ala. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS 


USDA  Farmers »  Bulletin  No.  1B36.  "Saving  Soil  ^nth  Sod  in  the  Ohio 
Valley  Region."    Kenneth  Welton,  assistant  regional  conservator. 
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Unniir.bered  publication,    "Erosion  Losses  From  a  3-3^7  California 
Stcrr_."     John  G.  Bamesberger,  regional  engineer. 

USDA  Circ'alar  Fo.  53'4»  "Lespedeza  Sericea  and  Other  Peronnial  Les- 
pedezas  for  r^crage  and  Soil  Conservation. "  A.  J.  Pieters,  Torinerly 
Y/ith  the  d:- vision  of  conservation  operations. 

U£DA  Circular  To.  536,    "The  AriTiVial  Lespedezas  as  Forage  and  Soil- 
Conserving  Crops."    A.  J.  Fieterr,  fcnrerly  vjith  the  division  of 
conservation  operations . 

USrA  Leaflet  No.  190.    "I^uching  to  Establish  Vegetation  on  Eroded 
Areas  of  "che  Southeast."    Sydney  Fran]:lin,  area  biologist. 

fUchigan  State  College  Extension  Bulletin  No..  203.  "Conserving 
Soil  By  Better  Land-Use  Practices,"    Paul       Barrett,  soil  conser- 
vation specialist  at  Iv^lcMgan  State  College. 

SOIL  cc:bBE;;.i:r::  PibiRirTS 

As  of  January*  jOy  the  Departjiient  has  entered  into  a  ineriorandura  of 
understanding  with  lc5  soil  conservation  disiricts  in  25  states* 
One  hundred  and  tv/enty-eight  suppler.ental  mpi^oranda  of  understand- 
ing have  been  executed  making  available  SCS  equipment  and  planting; 
materials  and  107  sup-oleiiif;ntal  meir-cranda  of  under sxandin.r;;  have  been 
signed  reaving  available  CCC  cair.p  labor,  eruipnient,  and  materials. 

The  story  on  page  9  includes  districts  organized  as  -.7?11  as  those 
that  have  already  entered  in+o  Remoran-da  of  undersxancing  Trith  the 
Bepa.rtn:ent» 

WI-^OMA  ?a3N0GEAPH  USED  IN 

Dr.  Gustav  S'.Yanson,  professor  of  economic  zoology  and  vrLldlife 
management  at  the  university  of  l  irjiescta,  is  using  in  his  class- 
room Trork  the  ?;inona  nroject  monograph,  shortly  to  be  published, 
A  letter  from  L.  R.  Combs,  information  chief  for  Region  5,  tells 
us  that  Dr.  ST/anson  finds  the  mjonograph  "the  best  adapted  m.aterial 
that  ho  has  found  because  it  deals  specifically  vfith  a  certain  area 
Y.-ith  v.tiich' his  Students  are  scm.e-'/.'hat  familiar." 

NOTE  OH  TERRACING  EULLETIFS 

Farmers'  B^jilletin  No.  17S9,  "Terracing  For  Soil  and  Vfater  Conserva- 
tion" by  C.  L.  Hamilton  of  the  division  of  engineering,  has  proved 
one  of  the  m.ost  popular  publications  issued  by  the  SCv^.  Over 
130,000  copies  vrere  distributed  in  the"  past  year  and  a  half. 
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A  corpanion  to  F.  B.  lli^9,  called  "Terrace  Outlets  and  Farm  Drain- 
agevrays"  by  the  same  author,  viSiS  issued  last  July  as  Farmers'  Bul- 
letirx  I0I4..    Although  it  brinf-S  terracing  information  up  to  date, 
F.  3.  ILIU  is  not  nearly  so  popular  as  its  predecessor  was.  Only 
31,000  copies  have  been  requested  to  date. 

oraduats  cou:^sf  for  region  1 

The  USDA  Graduate  School  is  conducting  an  experiment  this  semester 
in  vfl:iich  SOS  employees  at  Fpper  Darby  are  the  g^dinea  pigs .  Spon- 
sored by  the  SOS  regiorial  office,  a  course  in  principles  .01  ad:iin- 
istrative  m.anagement  is  presented  at  Upper  Darby.    It  is  an  exact 
duplication  of  the  course  conducted  by  the  Graduate  School  at  'Yash- 
ington  ^.-dth  emphasis  on  tlie.  fields  of  organization,  persorjiel  man- 
agement, and  financial  management. 

Dr.  Eldon  L.  Johnson,  Graduate  School  Instructor,  journeys  to  Upper 
Darby  from  WashJLngton  each  Friday  to  lecture  to  the  class.  Credit 
for  the  15-sess-ion  course  vd.ll  be  certified  by  the  Graduate  School 
to  ai-gr  standard  collego.    Of  t-he  31  students  enrolled,  28  are  SCS 
employees • 

It  is  v;orth  noting  that  the  Graduate  School  of  the  Department  is 
Tailing  to  present  cour£,es  given  by  the  cohool  wherever  a  suffi- 
cient nujnber  of  emplo^^es^s  Gr.roll,  prcvid'M  a  competent  instructor 
is  available. 

LIBRARY  NOTES 

The  Christmas  holidays  notv/ithstanding,  the  Library  reports  a  larger 
circulation  of  books  and  periodicals  in  Decem-ber  than  in  any  pre- 
vious month  of  its  existence.    Dr.  Bennett's  new  book  "Soil  Conser- 
vation" is  most  frequently  called  for,  I'dth  Armin  K.  Lobeck's 
Geomorphology"  running  a  close  second. 


A  list  of  references  on  "Stream  and  River  Earik  Protection"  has  re- 
cently been  compiled  in  the  Library.    A  small  n'jmber  01  cories  have 
been  dittoed  and  are  available  to  those  ^rho  have  oarticular  need 
for  Such  a  list. 

RECENT  FILM  STRIPS 

Nevr  film,  strips  no^-r  available  for  distribution  through  the  division 
of  iiiformation  are: 

No.  $68,    "Conserving  Southwestern  Ohio  Soil."  Prepared 
by  E.  P.  Reed,  Dayton,  Ohio,    39  frames. 
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No.  370.    "Farm  ViToods  --  A  Safe  Crop  For  Steop  Land, 
Upper  Mi-ssicsippi,  Valley."    Prepared  by  W,  H.  Lathrop, 
TM-lwaukee,  Wis.    31  rramss.  . 

No.  572.    "Corn  Belt  Farmers  Fi'^ht  Erosion."    Prepared  by 
Region  5  personnel,    43  frames. 

THE  STEHCGRAPHIC  POOL 

The  Yfeshington  stenographio  pool,  unaer  the  supervision  oi  Helen 
M.  Vilest,  v/as  recently  revived  to  supply  stenographic  help  during 
peak  load  and  emergency  periods, 

A  more  important  tunc bi'on  of  the  pool,  however,  is  the  training  of 
new  stenographers  in  the  policies  and  program  of  the  Service,  A 
series  of  lectures  has  been  arranged^  each  v;eek  a  division  or  sec- 
tion head  outlines  the  v;ork  ••-xncer  his  supervision  for  the  new- 
comers' benefit.    The  policy  of  sending  new  stenographers  on  detail 
for  periods  of  a  fev^r  days  or  weeks  to  different  offices  also  helps 
them  to  understand  the  aims  of  tlie  Service  as  a  whole. 

The  pool  members  are  enthusiasti.c  about  the  benefits  of  tne  train- 
ing program.    They  find  that  much  of  the  confusion  which  usually 
attends  breaking  in  on  a  now  job  has  been  elimdnated. 

PERSONNEL  CHANGES 

Williami  Guy  Kincannon  was  transferred,  from  C  ivey,  Puerto  Rico  to 
St,  Croix,  Virgin  Islands  to  take  charge  of  conservation  work  on 
the  Islands.  ,  . 

Harold  G.  Anthony,  formerly  head  of  the  visual  information  uni.t,  . 
will  be  head  of  the  press  and  ladio  unit  of  the  division  of  infor- 
mation* 

Paul  L,  Bissell,  in  charge  of  information  for  tne  COG  organization 
of  the  SCS,  vd-11  replace  Mr,  Anthony  in  visual  inf ormiation  y;ork. 

Harold  B.  Uartin,  formerly  area  ccnservationis b  at  Minden,  La,, 
has  been  transferred  to  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  as  actd.ng  State  Coordi- 
nator, to  fil^..  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Guy  K, 
Fletcher, 

Louis  Brandt,  of  the  engineering  division  has  been  "loaned"  .l:\or  four 
months  to  the  Prebui3.t  Housing  Corpoi-abion  of  New  York  to  assist  in 
working  out  plans  for  low- cost  horses. 

Harley  J.  Helm,  chief  of  the  divi.sion  of  range  conservation  for 
Region  10,  has  been  detailed  to  '.Yashington,  D.  C.,  for  ?;0  days  to 
assist  in  developing  planning  procedur'^s  for  range  jands. 


19 


VISITORS-.  FROM  EUROPE 

Dr.  Jean  Dufrenoy  of  the  University  ol"  Bordeaux,  France,  Y^ho  is  in 
the  United  States  lecturing  on  plant  pathclpg-y,  recently  visited  the 
Yfashington  office  of  the  SOS.    Durin^^  his^.ay  in  the  United  States, 
Dr«  Dufrenoy  mil  visit  various  SCS  pro.ject.s  to  becoine  familiar  vdth 
the  vv'ork  of  the  Service. 

Another  visitor  was  Dr,  W.  C«  CochjT'an,  formerly  of  the  Rothamsted 
Experiment  Station,  England,    Dr.  Cochran  just  delivered  a  series  of 
lectures  on  statistical  methods ■  under  the  auspj.ces  of  the  USDA  Grad- 
uate School. 

^.■lA-IJUSCRIPTS 

As  of  January  30,  1940,  the  status  of  manuscripts  submitted  for  pub- 
lication is  as  follows: 


Series 


Title 


Author 


Remarks 


Tech. Bui. 

639 


The  Effect  of  Accelerated 
Erosion  on  Silting  in 
Morena  Reservoir,  San 
Diego,  Calif, 


Barnes,  Kraebel, 
and  LaMotte 


Tech. Bui.    Rainfall  Characteristics  as  D.I.Bl^jmen- 

698  Re] ated  to  Soil  Erosion  stock 


Tech. Bui.    Relative  Infiltration  and 
Related  Physical  Char- 
acteristics of  Certain 
Soils 


Free ,  Br  ovming, 
and  I'-'ois  grave 


Returned 
12-5-39  to 
G.P,0.  in 

page  proof 

Returned 
11-21-39  to 
G.P.O.  in 

page  proof 

Sent  to 
G.P.O. 

l-22-/..,0 


Tech .Bui.    Some  Principles  of  Acceler- 
695  ated  Stream  and  Valley 

Sedimentation  as  Exempli- 
fied in  LaFayette  County, 
Miss« 

Circ,  Processing  Seed  of  Grasses 

and  Other  Plants  to  Re- 
move kwAS  and  Appendages 

Circ. 546      Patting  Doy.ti  and  Develop- 
ing Yv'ells  for  Irrigation 


Happ,  Rit  ten- 
house,  and 
Dobson 


Schwendiman, 
Sacknian,  and 
Haf enrichter 


Carl  Rohwer 


Returned 
ll_30-39 
to  G.P.O. 

in  galley 
proof 

Sent  to 
G.P.O. 

12-13-39 

Returned 
1-17-40  to 
G.P.O.  in 

page  proof 
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series 


Autncr 


Lire  • 


-.e^rLev:  and  Discuss  icn  oi 
Literature  Pertinerit  to 
Crop  Rotations  for  Erod- 


C.  H.  £nlo?-r 


Sent  to 

r   -p  r 

12-20-39 


Far  .Bui.      Crops  Against  the  ?i;i2;d  on 
1633  the  Southern  Great  Plains 


Glenn  IC.  Rnl 


Returned 
12-8-39  to 
G.F.O.  in 

oa^'e  r,roof 


Far.Rul.      Kutzu  for  Frosion  Control       E.  Y.  Bailey 
1840  in  the  Southeast 


Returned 
11-29-39  to 
G.F.O.  in  sec- 


r^rocf 


Far .Bui.      Soil  Defense  in  the  Fa- 
184-3  cific  So-ithv/'est 


G.K.Rule  and 
K  .'Y.Netter  strcr. 


Sent  to 
G.F.O. 

1-4-40 


"ar.Bul.      Supplemental  irrigj 
tion 


F.  E.  Staetner 


9-25-39— Sent 

to-^^^D.A  

Not  to  printer 


lilsc»Pub,    Sno^.T  Surveying 
3S0 


Jane-  C 


I'arr       1-19- 4C' — Sent 
to  G.F.O. 


MLscPu-b.    A  Survey  and  Discussion  of      Kelnuu  Eohnke,      Noiv  in  EdJi- 


372 


Lysimeters  and  a,  Bibli--  i-'.R.rreibelbis^ 


al  uiiice 


ogranh^;  on  thef.r  Con- 
structicn  and  Perior:r:ance 


and  J .M. Davidson  in  galley 


nrcoi 


Leaf. 188      Prctectinx  Field  Force: 


Verne  r:' .Daviiscn  Reti-irned 

11-29-39  to 
G.F.O.  in 

page  proof 


Un.Fub,        Land-Saving  Plans  ...  for       Soil  Ccns.Serv 
Conservation  in  the  Pa- 
cific Southv^est 


Returned 
1-4-40  to 
G.F.O.  in 

page  proof 


Folder         Land  Use  3.ne  Soil  Cons?r-       Soil  Cons .::;erv.    12-6-39 — Sent 


vation 


to  G.P.O. 
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Series 


Title 


Author 


Remarks 


Un.Pub.       Use  the  Land  and  Save  the 
Soil 


Soil  Cons.Serv*    12-11-39— Sent 

to  U,S,I3.A.— 

Not  to  printer 


Erosion  Surveys; 

Erosion  and  Related  Land  Use  Conditions  orj  the  — 


Conestoga  Area,  Pa 


Bonsteel  and 
Bass 


12-12-39— Sent 
to  U,S,D,A.— 

Not  to  Drinter 


Hell  and  Ilud  Creeks 
Demonstration  Project, 
LUES. 


D.  T.  Webb 


9-27-39— Sent 
to  GtP*C. 


Lake  Crook  Watershed, 
Lamar  County,  Texas 


Harvey  Oakes 


11-14-39— Sent 
to  G.P.O^ 


Lake  Michie  vv'atershed, 
N.C, 


Lloyd  Shoals  Res, 
Watershed,  Ga» 


Mad  River  Watershed, 
Vermont 


Ifertin  and 
Bass 


P  .H  .Mont  -:;oinery 
and  others 


G.H.  Atkinson 


Spartanburg  I'^'unicipal  iieser-  Bass  and 
voir  Watershed,  3.C.  l^aTt±n 


Returned 
12-26-39  to 
G^P.C.  in 

page  proof 

Returned 
12-20-39  to 
G.P.O.  in 

page  proof 

10-30_39-^Sent 
to  G.F.O. 

Returned 
12-6-39  to 
G.P.C.  in 

TDa£:e  proof 


University  Lake  Y.'atershed,      Bass  and 
Chapel  Hill,  il.C.  L^rtin 


Returned 
12-7-39  to 
G,P.O.  in 

page  proof 


ccc  it/:prcvsd  health  record 


A  recent  War  Department  report  to  the  CCG  Director  shov/s  the  past  fis- 
cal year  was  the  healthiest  in  the  history  of  the  CCC*    The  year  1939 
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sa?N  a  sharp  decline  in  cases  of  pnc/urionia,  tj/i?hcid,  scarlet  f  aver, 
diphtheria_,  and  tuberculosis. 

Voluntary  us-'-?  "of  ney;  '/accine,  better  sanitation,  ana  better  'drinking 
"v^at^p  are  considered  responsible^  for  this  decrease. 

pasturp::  itgROVE:  ent  Fiiyhp  by 

FERTILIZER  AS5.GCIAT10N  -  ' 

"Green  Acres,"  an  all-color,  l6-millijrieter  motion  picture  to  be  used 
in  agricultural  education,  has  been  coirpleted  by  the  National  Ferti- 
Tizer-Asoociaticnt  It  is  a  t'^/vo-reel  story  of  pasture  iuiDroveiijent  and 
management . 

State  Experiment  Stations,  the  Tj .  S,  Department  of  Agriculture,  ard 
farmers  cooperated  with  the  Association  in  making  the  picture.  It 
eipphasizes  the  importance  of  improved  pastures  in'  producing  cheap, 
high-quality  feed;  in  providing  earfiier,  more  uniform,  and  later 
grazing5  the  necessity  for  S"':ipplemental  grazing  crops;,  the  desira- 
bility of  producing  hay  and  silage  from  surplus  grassy  ana  the 
part  that  improved  pasture  can  play  in  the  control  of  soil  -erosion. 

Prints  T"ill  be  loaned  to  agricult.ural  colleges,   cou.nty  a,_,ricultural 
agents,  and  other  organizations  interested,  in  better  farming. 


